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Abatract 

Japan is located in one of the most active seismic zones of 
the world. It has seen great disastrous earthquakes before. An 
earthquake hit Kobe city and adjacent areas of Japan on January 
17, 1995 at 5-48 AM which was quite different from other 
earthquakes. The damage caused by this earthquake surprised both 
the public as well as the engineering community the world over. 
The views of experts/public who visited Kobe are quite different 
from the views of' people who collected information from news 
papers and television. This paper is intended to give 
information collected by authors during their visit to Kobe and 
from other reliable sources. This small pre'sentation by the 
authors on Kobe earthquake may not give complete information 
about the disaster but endeavours to give an overview c,f the 
event. The authors hope that the information given will stimulate 
the Engineering community to think of improvements to prevent 
damage due to earthquakes. 
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Date and time 
Magnitude of the Earthquake 
Maximum intensity 
Bpicentral distance 
Focal depth 

Number of people died 
Number of people injured 
Damaged buildings 

Reasons for damage 

Maximum peak ground 
acceleration recorded 

Approximate duration of 
main shock 

Number of after shocks 

January 17, 1995 at 5-48 AM 
7.2 
11 on MMI 
20 Km 
10-20 Km (Shallow type of 

Earthquake) 
5500 (approximately) 
28000 (approxmately) 
75000 (approximately) 

1.Houses, bridges, elevated tracks 
built to old standards 

2.Pire 
3.Liquefaction 

833 em/sec' 

8-12 sec 

about 1000 








































