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EDUCATION FOR EARTHQUAKE AWARENESS AND 
DISASTER MITIGATION 

S. K. THAKKAR· 

ABSTRACT 

Earthquakes' are unavoidable and unpredictable natural 
events causing' untold human misery and tremendous 
soclo-economlc problems. While the country Is still' under 
development an earthquake disaster puts the country at a 
great economic loss and slows down the development. Such 
dls3sters can be greatly minimised by preparedness, plann-

rln~,and education. A logical approach to Implement disa
ster mitigation program Is through education and training at 
vaFlous level's. It Is necessary to educate masses to create 
awareness. Education of policy makers and a,dmlnlstrater8 
would enable them In organlsa.tlon and preparation of '. 
disaster prevention programs and relief measures. It Is 
necessary to educate engineers and archltllcts who could 
ensure Incorporation of earthquake resistant features in 
the design of structures. It Is necessary to educate artisans 
who actually Implement the features in the construction 
of structures. Education and training at different levels Is 
Indeed an effective method, of minimiSing the disastrous 
ellect of future earthquakes. 

INTRODUCTION 

India has witnessed sufficient number of damaging earthquakes In 
this century. This has created awareness of earthquake induced prob
lems in some areas such as Oharmshala, North Eastern India, Bihar, 
,Jammu & Kashmir and Koyna (Maharashtra) There are many other areas 
In the co,untry which are earthquake prone. In general there Is aleck 
of awareness about the earthquake disasters and the available mitiga
tion measures. Incase of an earthquake of magnitude a~ound 7 thous
ands of houses are sometimes damaged beyond repair and great number 
of p,eopie a~e killed or injured. The magnitude of probiem is greater 
when earthquake occurs in densely populated region. The majority of 
population in India lives in 'villages, most of the people have bad social 
and economic conditions and are more or lass ignorant of earthquakes 
and their impacts. The village houses 818 usually constructed of weaker 
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