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SEISMIC AND NEOTECTONIC ACTIVITY AROUND SOME RIVER 
VALLEY PROJECTS - SIXTH ISET ANNUAL LECTURE 

8.M. HUKKU' 

Chairman and fellow Scientists. 

At the very outset. I would like to congratulate the evergrowing 
Indian Society of Earthquake Technology on this occasion of its 16th 
Annual General Meeting. I wish the Society every success in the cause 
of creating mass awareness of earthquake hazards and mitigation for which 
it stands. I also wish to express my most sincere thanks to the Society 
for the honour .it has conferred on me by inviting me to deliver the ISET 
Annual Lecture for 1985. 

My first reaction on getting the request from Dr. Prem Krishna in 
October. 1986, was to politely decline the offer as the time available 
to me was hardly sufficient to prepare a write-up befitting for the occasion. 
S~bsequently •. 1, felt that .. mor.~< il!1P.!ma~\ than presenrIMg>a~Aaciidlhl1iC 
paper, the occasion was meant for being with the fellow sCientists and 
sharing some thoughts with diem on the vexing problem of seismicity 
of the river valley projects. It is for this reason that I have selected the 
present title for my address. 

As you may be aware. the Indian Science Congress has a convention 
that the Sectional President who has to deliver the Presidential Address 
for the next congress is selected the preceding session itself. If I am 
permitted and if I am not taken amiss, I would like to suggest to ISET 
Executive Committee to adopt this practice tor its Annual Lecture which 
will en8ure that the speaker will get about an year's time to do justice to 
his task, 

As is well known. the Indian subcontinent and . particularly the 
Himalayan Region which forms a part of the seismically active global 
Alpine-Himalayan seismic belt has a complex gl1olo,glcal and tectonic 
environment where numerous thrusts or faults rangIng in age from Pre­
Cambrian to even Recent times have been recorded. Several evidences 
of fault dislocations and continued creep movements during the Holocene 
period representing the manifestation of recent crustal adjustments or 
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