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INTRODUCTION 

The village of Barsur (19'07': 81'18') lies 27 km. north of Gidam (Fig. I) and is 
spectacular due to the wide spread ruins. It is locally known that the place was at its 
zenith during the Nagbansi rule in the !lth century A.D. and had 147 temples and 147 
tanks. The only remains of this ancient rich civilisation, can be seen in the form of a 
few rickety temples, heaps of rubble, some beautifully preserved statues and sculpture 
and outline of dry and silted tanks. The Archaeological Survey of India is understood to 
have salvaged a part of the stone sculptures found in the area, some of which were 
obtained while ploughing the fields. The magnificent structure of tho Battisa temple 
though dilapidated still exists in the area (Fig. 2). The other fairly well preserved 
structure is known as Mama- Bhanja-Ka tample. A elegant statue of Lord Ganesh 2 to 
2.5m high and about 5m in girth is further maintained under a new constructed roof in 
the area. 

EVIDENCES OF EARTHQUAKE DEVASTATION 

Barsur temples were compact lofty temples without any enclosure wall and 
architecturally resemble the Khajuraho temples of 10th century A.D. The .construction is 
made by granite blocks set without any mortar. In the vicinity of the temples, the granitic 
bedrock lies at shallow depth of about 5m, as could be seen in the excavated tank sections 
and is overlain by alluvial silt and laterite deposits. 

The structure of the Battisa temple which is one of the best preserved temples 
amongst the ruins has a twin Sanctum (garbha-griha), a common rectangular courtyard, 
and in all 32 pillars. The area being severely hit by an earthquake shock is very well 
exhibited in the nature of the temple ruins. Some of the critical features recorded arc: 

I. The temple dome has fallen on the western side, with sanctum structure tilted 
towards West. The rock slabs forming the basal portion of the Sanctum walls 
show a relative horizontal displacement of about IOcm towards east with 
reference to the upper portions. 

2. Rotation in some of the pillars by as much as 30' from their. original position. , 
3. The base of one of the pillars forming the courtyard has been displaced towards 

east, causing tilt and collapse. 

4. The slabs on the parapet of the courtyard are horizontally displaced by about 
5 em. towards east with tensional openings in the parapet wall. 

5. The plinth of the temple is buckled in the shape of a double curve along the 
north-south axis, on the norihern face of temple, where a maximum estimated 
differential settlement of about 3Ocm. is observed in a length of 25cm. of the 
plinth. However, along the north-south axis on the eastern face of the temple, 
a gentle curve is apparent with the uplifted central section and outward tilt 
towards the corners. In general, the foundation of the temples show a wavy 
appearance. 

·GeoJogical Survey of India. 








